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Welcome to 2011 from the Kowhai Syndicate.  This year we have four classes in Kowhai Syndicate; these are Room 1 (Mr Stewart – Syndicate Leader), Room 17 (Mr Aiken), Room 16 (Ms Puati) and Room 18 (Miss Eccles).  Please come and introduce yourself to your child’s teacher, please don’t wait for the ‘Meet the Teacher Evening’ on Tuesday 8th March.





We all are looking forward to 2011 and welcome all of the Year Five children to the syndicate.  This year we have a new teacher in our team and we are pleased to have Miss Eccles working with us.





Swimming


All of the classes are beginning their class swimming programme in our school pool.  Swimming is a compulsory part of our P.E. curriculum; therefore please provide your child with a note explaining any genuine reason for not swimming.  Rooms 1, 16 and 18 are swimming on Mondays.  Room 17 is swimming on Tuesday and we all have swimming times on Fridays.  Often the pool is open during lunch time and so the children are able to use the pool at this time too.





Kapiti Trip


In term two, Kowhai classes are planning to have a Day Trip to Kapiti Island.  We have been able to secure permits from DOC for the 11, 13 and 19th of May.  Each class will go on one of these days.  At this stage costs are still to be finalised and fundraising ideas are being considered.  More information will be provided nearer the end of the term.





Unit: Healthy Communities


The whole school is working on the unit: Healthy Communities.  Kowhai will be looking at the Wharemauku Stream and the proposed wetland.  We will be studying wetlands in Northland and comparing these to the developing wetlands near the Wharemauka Stream.  To begin this unit we will be walking up the Stream to the Kowhai planting area near Coastlands.  This will be on Monday 21st February leaving school at 9.30am.  We will meet some of the ‘Friends of the Wharemauku’ at the planting area.  If you would like to come with us please let your classroom teacher. 





Bike Wise Month - February


We are actively promoting Bike Wise this year as a fun and healthy way to get to school.  As part of this we are bike riding to Queen Elizabeth Park on Thursday 24th February, share a picnic lunch and ride back to school.  While at the park there could be the possibility to go for a swim at the beach and enjoy a few games.  For those children who do not have a bike we will walk, scooter or skate down to meet the others at the park for the lunch and the games.  Please indicate below if you are able to help with this event.  





Camp


Camp has been confirmed by the BOT and will be Wednesday 23rd March through to Friday 25th March at the Kaikote Regional Park.  The cost of this camp will be $60.00 per person and this will cover all the costs, including camp fees and food.  We are working towards biking or walking some of the Rimutaka Incline.  Other activities will include raft building, teambuilding and bush walks.  We will be sending out camp permission and health forms in week 4.





We will also be selling ‘juicies’ in the school on Tuesdays and Thursdays soon.  A note will be in the School newsletter about this on Monday.  





Camp Meeting


We are holding a parent information evening about camp in the Staffroom on Wednesday 23rd February at 7pm.  This will give an outline of the running of the camp and will confirm the final numbers of parents who would like to come and stay.  If you have previously told us that you would like to come on camp when we are more than happy to have your support.  





Sunhats


Most of the children in Kowhai are remembering to wear a sunhat while outside.  Some however need reminding that baseball style caps do not meet the criteria set by the school for terms 1 and 4.





Golden Rules and Golden Time


The school has FIVE Golden Rules.  These are the basis of all classroom rules and expectations, if your son or daughter does not follow these rules they will lose some of their Golden Time.  At this stage they will lose 10 minutes for every time a rule is broken.  We are also planning a Right Choice Day later in Term One for those who have followed the rules carefully.  If your child loses 3 lots of Golden Time they will not be able to join in on any of the activities planned.





Raumati South School Website


Activities that Kowhai have been involved in as well as class work will be available under the Kowhai section of the School’s website.  These pages are in the process of being updated from last year and will be completed very soon.  Please keep checking it regularly.





Concerns


If you have any concerns regarding your child, please ring or see your child’s class teacher in the first instance.  In all of our classes we have been looking at the responsibilities expected of us at school.  Please ask you child about these.





Parent Help





We are aware that we have a wonderful community and this year we would love to have YOU come into school and share your experiences and expertise.  This could include life skills, work experience and sporting and culture skills.  Please let your classroom teacher know if you are ever able to help.





It has been a fun, busy and exciting start to the year.  Most of the children have made an excellent start to the year and we are all looking forward to a positive and productive 2011.





Kind Regards


Michael Stewart  Di Puati  Steve Aiken  Sarah Eccles





Dates for the Fridge





Monday 21st February – Wharemauku Stream Walk and Weeding


Wednesday 23rd February – Camp meeting 7pm


Thursday 24th February – QE Park Bike Ride


Friday 4th March – Kapiti Interschool Swimming Sports


Tuesday 8th March – Meet the Teacher Evening


Wednesday 23rd February – Kowhai Camp


Thursday 24th February – Kowhai Camp


Friday 25th February – Kowhai Camp





Term 2





May 11th, 13th and 19th May Kapiti Island Trips























Please return this slip even if you are unable to help, we then know that you have received it.





Students name: _________________________





Room number: _______





Wharemauku Walk and Weeding 


I give permission for my child to attend the ride (walk) and lunch on Monday 21st February.  Yes / No


I am able to help by walking with a small group of children.


Yes / No





Camp meeting


I am able to attend the camp information evening on Wednesday 23rd February at 7pm Yes/ No





Bike Wise Queen Elizabeth Park Ride and Lunch


I give permission for my child to attend the ride (walk) and lunch on Thursday 24th February.  Yes / No


My Child has a Bike and Helmet which they can use on this trip. Yes / No


I am able to help by riding with a small group of children.


Yes / No


I am able to help by walking with a small group of children.


Yes / No








Name: _________________





Signed: ______________________



























































